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General developments 
During the most recent East African Community 

(EAC) Summit on Burundi, held Monday in Dar es 

Salaam, Tanzania, Ugandan President Yoweri 

Museveni was appointed to facilitate dialogue 

among disputing parties. Museveni will be the third 

to try to resolve a seemingly intractable political 

crisis regarding a third-term bid by President Pierre 

Nkurunziza. President Museveni's appointment 

follows the Government of Burundi's criticism of 

the UN Secretary-General's Special Representative 

for Central Africa, Abdoulaye Bathily, as mediator, 

accusing him of bias based on the UN electoral 

observation mission’s (MENUB) conclusion “that 

the environment was not conducive for free, 

credible and inclusive” legislative elections held on 

29 June. (MENUB also noted that it observed media 

freedom restrictions, violations of human rights and 

other fundamental freedoms.) Bathily replaced Said Djinnit, the UN Secretary-General's Special 

Envoy for the Great Lakes Region, after the opposition rejected his mediation, accusing him of 

pro-Government bias. The EAC Summit also called for: a postponement of presidential elections 

from 15 to 30 July; the formation of a government of national unity regardless of who wins the 

elections; respect of the Arusha peace accord of 2000 and no attempts to amend the Constitution; 

an EAC electoral observer mission; and disarmament of armed groups, namely the Imbonerakure 

youth wing of the ruling CNDD-FDD political party. A reaction from the Government of 

Burundi is awaited, as are results from the 29 June legislative elections. 

 

In other developments: 

 

In addition to MENUB, the 29 June legislative elections were criticized, inter alia, by Belgium, 

Canada, United States, and the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie. 

 

The US State Department on Monday announced the appointment of Thomas Perriello as the 

Special Envoy for the Great Lakes Region of Africa, succeeding Russ Feingold. Perriello's 

experience includes serving as adviser to the International Court for Sierra Leone; consultant to 

the International Center for Transitional Justice in Kosovo, Darfur, and Afghanistan; and 

Member of the US House of Representatives from 2008 until 2010. 

 

Burundian rebel general Leonard Ngendakumana, who took part in the attempted coup on 13 

May, said in an interview on KTN television on 5 July that efforts to unseat President 

Nkurunziza by force would continue. 

http://www.eac.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1913:communique-3rd-emergency-summit-of-heads-of-state-of-the-east-african-community-on-the-situation-in-burundi&catid=146:press-releases&Itemid=194
http://www.rtnbdi.bi/?p=7495
https://menub.unmissions.org/
https://menub.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/declaration_preliminaire_menub_2_juillet_2015.pdf
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/Newsroom/news/press_releases/foreign_affairs/2015/06/ni_290615_burundi_elections.jsp?referer=tcm:312-269244-64
http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?mthd=tp&crtr.page=1&nid=995479&crtr.tp1D=980
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/07/244595.htm
http://www.francophonie.org/Burundi-la-Secretaire-generale-de.html
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2015/07/244620.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=er6jhq4hCXs&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

  

Humanitarian 
 

Arrests and detention of opposition members continue throughout the country. A cloud of 

mystery surrounds one such incident on 1 July in Mutakura zone of Cibitoke neighbourhood in 

Bujumbura, capital of Burundi, which reportedly left six civilians and one police officer dead. A 

police spokesman alleged that the civilians were heavily armed, while eyewitnesses claim they 

were unarmed and harmless residents of this neighbourhood which had been one of the focal 

points of anti-third-term protests before a clampdown by police – reported to have been using 

live ammunition on certain occasions – brought such protests to an end. Journalists and the 

Burundian Red Cross were denied access to the scene until much later in the day. The Red Cross 

evacuated 13 wounded civilians, but could not verify the number of dead. 

 

To respond to human rights concerns, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights has established phone numbers for the public. Queries in Kirundi and Swahili can be 

addressed to: 22 20 58 16 or 76 12 58 16, while queries in French and English can be addressed 

to 22 20 58 17 or 76 12 58 17. It should be noted that the calls are not free of charge. 

 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) reported on 1 July that Season B 

harvests underway countrywide were expected to be average due to normal to above-normal 

February-to-May rainfall. However, it cautioned that insecurity and displacement in Kirundo, 

Muyinga, and Ngozi Provinces in the north and north-east of the country would likely disrupt 

harvests in these areas. It noted that staple food prices either declined or remained stable in most 

markets in June due to increased food availability and supply from Season B harvests, but noted 

that prices remained much higher than the five-year average. 

 

Meanwhile, the cholera outbreak persists in Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province, with 

a cumulative total of 178 cases (including four deaths) reported as of 7 July since mid-May in 

two treatment centers. Six cases have been reported in the past week, with no deaths. 

 

On 3 July, UNICEF warned that children, some as young as four years old, were bearing the 

brunt of the prolonged instability and election-related violence in Burundi, as it confirmed 

reports of an additional three deaths of children over the preceding five days. One of the children 

died because of a grenade explosion in Muyinga Province, becoming the first child victim of the 

violence outside of Bujumbura. UNICEF reported that a total of eight children had been killed in 

violence since April, including a four year-old child who was killed by a stray bullet to the 

stomach, becoming the youngest victim of the election-related violence so far. UNICEF also 

confirmed that a second grenade attack took place on a school ground on 29 June before 

legislative elections voting in Bururi Province. While there were no victims, children fled the 

school and upon return reportedly found military there. UNICEF called on all levels of 

Burundian society, including the authorities, security forces and families, as well as the 

Government of Burundi, to use all influence to protect children and to ensure they were not 

exposed to violence, arbitrary arrest or unlawful detention. 

 

Burundi’s largest private radio and/or television stations – Radio Publique Africaine (RPA), 

Isanganiro, Bonesha and Renaissance – remained closed by Government order. 

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/burundi/remote-monitoring-report/june-2015?utm_source=FEWS%20NET%20Daily%20Digest&utm_campaign=7ad86d91ad-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02ee344349-7ad86d91ad-84420105
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51334#.VZu_bEYXVtQ


 

 

 

Regional impact 
 

The UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, has launched a web portal for daily statistics on the Burundi 

emergency: http://data.unhcr.org/burundi. The latest data available from the portal indicates that 

a total of 158,045 Burundians had sought refuge in neighbouring countries since April this year – 

breakdown as follows: 

 

Country Refugees Date 

Tanzania 73,418 6 July 

Rwanda 62,814 6 July 

DR Congo 11,500 29 June 

Uganda 10,313 30 June 

Zambia 400 30 June 
 

Many more Burundians are thought to have left the country, according to UNHCR, but have not 

registered as refugees, and their number is unknown. The Regional Refugee Response Plan, 

launched by UNHCR and 17 partners seeking US$207 million to protect and assist up to 200,000 

Burundian refugees until September, is funded at only 12.4 per cent, according to UNHCR, 

leaving crucial activities such as shelter, water, health, sanitation and education seriously 

underfunded. 
 

Background 
 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in 

office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term 

was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement 

for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s 

Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the 

Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched 

on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly 

thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 
 

* * * 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

 

http://data.unhcr.org/burundi
http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
https://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=special-RRP_Burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://bit.ly/1lunDLk

